




Now it came about in those days, when there was no king 
in Israel, that there was a certain Levite staying in the 
remote part of the hill country of Ephraim, who took a 
concubine for himself from Bethlehem in Judah.
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However, his master said to him, “We will not turn aside 
into the city of foreigners who are not of the sons of Israel; 
but we will go on as far as Gibeah.”
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They turned aside there in order to enter and lodge in 
Gibeah. When they entered, they sat down in the open 
square of the city, for no one took them into his house to 
spend the night.
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Then behold, an old man was coming out of the field from 
his work at evening. Now the man was from the hill 
country of Ephraim, and he was staying in Gibeah, but the 
men of the place were Benjamites.
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The old man said, “Peace to you. Only let me take care 
of all your needs; however, do not spend the night in the 
open square.”
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While they were celebrating, behold, the men of the city, 
certain worthless fellows, surrounded the house, pounding 
the door; and they spoke to the owner of the house, the 
old man, saying, “Bring out the man who came into your 
house that we may have relations with him.”
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Then the man, the owner of the house, went out to them 
and said to them, “No, my fellows, please do not act so 
wickedly; since this man has come into my house, do not 
commit this act of folly.
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All who saw it said, “Nothing like this has ever happened 
or been seen from the day when the sons of Israel came 
up from the land of Egypt to this day. Consider it, take 
counsel and speak up!”
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