JAMES: BULDING A FALTH THA T WORIKS

JAMES 5:13-18 | NOVEMBER 9, 2025
PASTOR JASON UPTMORE

(©) PREPARE YOUR HEART & MIND

Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you can recall,
thanking the Lord for the gift of His Word, and asking for His Spirit
to guide you in your time.

THIS WEEK'S PASSAGE

Is anyone among you suffering? Then he must pray. Is anyone cheerful? He is to

sing praises. 14 s anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of

the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of

the Lord; 15 and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and

the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven

him. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so

that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can

accomplish much. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed

earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years

and six months. 18 Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the earth

produced its fruit.

(©) REFLECT/CONNECT

UPCOMING
FVENTS

Equip Moms
NOVEMBER 11| 7 PM

Echo Weekend
NOVEMBER 21 - 23

Women'’s Christmas Gathering
DECEMBER 2 | 7 PM

Some events have registration
requirements/deadlines, so be sure
to check our website or app for
more information and registration.

® What's something that brings you comfort when you are sick, stressed, or hurting?

® When you face trouble or hardship, how do you typically respond? Prayer, action, or something

else?



GROW IN THE WORD

James calls believers to turn to God in every circumstance through prayer in suffering, songs of praise
in joy, and community prayer in sickness. He instructs the sick to call the elders of the church to pray
over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. Such prayer offered in faith, James says,
will bring healing and forgiveness (v. 13-15).

® How does James describe the proper response to both hardship and joy? Why is prayer central to
both? See also Philippians 4:6-7; 1 Thess. 5:16-18.

® What role do the elders of the church play in prayer according to verses 14-15? How might this
shape the way you seek support in times of need?

® What kind of sickness is James describing in these verses, physical, spiritual, or both? How should
we understand his promise of healing for those who pray in faith? Consider the context of the
passage and see also 2 Corinthians 12:7-10; 1 John 5:14.

James urges believers to confess their sins to one another and to pray for one another so that they may
be healed. He highlights the power of a righteous person's prayer, using Elijah as an example of a man
who prayed earnestly. Elijah saw God act dramatically through both drought and rain (v. 16-18).

¢ What connection does James make between confession, community, and healing? See also
Proverbs 28:13; Galatians 6:1-2.
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®* Why do you think James uses Elijah's story to illustrate effective prayer? How does his example
encourage you in your own prayer life?

® In what ways might God be inviting you to deepen your prayer life, either personally or with
others?

PRACTICE TOGETHER

® Take time this week to pray intentionally in all circumstances, whether in trouble, gratitude, or need. Turn
daily moments into opportunities for prayer and praise.

® Set aside time with your Life Group, family, or friends to pray for one another’s needs. If appropriate,
confess struggles or sin to a trusted friend and pray for healing together.

e info@waysidechapel.org e ﬂ @waysidechapelsa I waysidechapel.org/james



