JUNE 16, 2024
THE DARKEST HOUR

Pastor Jason Uptmore // Mark 15:33-41

PREPARE YOUR HEART & MIND
Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you can recall, thanking the Lord
for the gift of His Word, and asking for His Spirit to guide you in your time.

33 When the [a]sixth hour came, darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour. 34 At the ninth
hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which is translated, "My God, My
God, why have You forsaken Me?” 35 When some of the bystanders heard it, they began saying,
“Behold, He is calling for Elijah.” 36 Someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed,
and gave Him a drink, saying, “Let us see whether Elijah will come to take Him down.” 37 And Jesus
uttered a loud cry, and breathed His last. 38 And the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to
bottom. 39 When the centurion, who was standing right in front of Him, saw the way He breathed His

last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”

40 There were also some women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene,
and Mary the mother of James the Less and Joses, and Salome. 41 When He was in Galilee, they used
to follow Him and minister to Him; and there were many other women who came up with Him to

Jerusalem.
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Use these questions for a time of

REFLECT/CONNECT individual reflection or to connect with

others in meaningful conversation.

e In what ways were you encouraged by last week's study?

e What events come to mind when you think about the most important moments of your life?

These questions are designed as a guide

for individual study and to foster spiritual GROW IN THE WORD

conversation with a group of people.

01. Unexplained darkness covered the land from the sixth hour (noon) until the ninth hour (3 pm).
At that time, Jesus cried out in anguish to his God and Father. Those who heard him
misunderstood him, thinking that he was calling for Elijah. They offered him a drink of sour
wine, and Jesus let out a final loud cry and took his last breath (v. 33-37).

e Why do you think Mark notes the darkness over the land? What must it have felt like in that
moment and what might the darkness signify? Consider parallel imagery used in Zephaniah
1:15; Joel 2:10; Amos 8:9-10.



GROW IN THE WORD

e How would you describe the thoughts, feelings, and emotions that Jesus must have
experienced when he cried out in verse 347? See also Psalm 22, which Jesus quoted.

e What comfort and love can you receive knowing that your Savior experienced such agony on
your behalf?

02. Atthe moment of Jesus' death, the temple veil was torn in two. Upon witnessing the way he
died, a Roman centurion confessed that Jesus indeed was the Son of God. Some women who
had followed and supported Jesus from Galilee, including Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother
of James and Joseph, and Salome, watched from a distance (v. 38-41).

e What did the tearing of the temple veil represent, and what does it mean that the veil was
torn? Refer to Hebrews 9:1-14; 10:19-22.

You can find links to resources on our series page: waysidechapel.org/mark-6






