January 7, 2024

WHEN TWO BECOME ONE

Pastor Roger Poupart // Mark 10:1-12

PREPARE YOUR HEART & MIND
Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you can recall, thanking the Lord
for the gift of His Word, and asking for His Spirit to guide you in your time.
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Getting up, He went from there to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan; crowds gathered

around Him again, and, according to His custom, He once more began to teach them.

2 Some Pharisees came up to Jesus, testing Him, and began to question Him whether it was lawful
for a man to divorce a wife. 3 And He answered and said to them, “What did Moses command you?”
4 They said, "Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.” 5 But
Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. 6 But from
the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. 7 For this reason a man shall leave his
father and mother, 8 and the two shall become one flesh; so they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9

What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.”

10 In the house the disciples began questioning Him about this again. 11 And He said to them,
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her; 12 and if she

herself divorces her husband and marries another man, she is committing adultery.”
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Use these questions for a time of

individual reflection or to connect with
others in meaningful conversation.

e In what ways were you encouraged during the Christmas season?

e How does secular culture typically view marriage? How would it define marriage?

These questions are designed as a guide

for individual study and to foster spiritual
conversation with a group of people.

01. While teaching the crowds, the Pharisees came up to test Jesus asking him about divorce.
Jesus described Moses' allowance for divorce as a God-given concession due to their hard-

heartedness. Jesus then affirmed the permanence of marriage and referenced God's
original intention in creation (v. 1-9).

e What was the intention behind the Pharisees' questions about divorce? Consider some of the
previous context in Mark 3:2, 6; Mark 6:16-19.












