September 10, 2023

THE UNEXPECTED KINGDOM

Pastor Jason Uptmore // Mark 4:21-34

PREPARE YOUR HEART & MIND
Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you can recall, thanking the Lord
for the gift of His Word, and asking for His Spirit to guide you in your time.

21 And He was saying to them, “A lamp is not brought to be put under a basket, is it, or under a bed? Is it not
brought to be put on the lampstand? 22 For nothing is hidden, except to be revealed; nor has anything been
secret, but that it would come to light. 23 If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” 24 And He was saying to
them, “Take care what you listen to. By your standard of measure it will be measured to you; and more will be
given you besides. 25 For whoever has, to him more shall be given; and whoever does not have, even what he

has shall be taken away from him.”

26 And He was saying, “The kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed upon the soil; 27 and he goes to bed
at night and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts and grows—how, he himself does not know. 28 The soil
produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, then the mature grain in the head. 29 But when the crop

permits, he immediately puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”

30 And He said, “"How shall we picture the kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we presentit? 31 Itis like a
mustard seed, which, when sown upon the soil, though it is smaller than all the seeds that are upon the soil, 32
yet when it is sown, it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and forms large branches; so
that the birds of the air can nest under its shade.”

33 With many such parables He was speaking the word to them, so far as they were able to hear it; 34 and He

did not speak to them without a parable; but He was explaining everything privately to His own disciples.
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Use these questions for a time of

individual reflection or to connect with
others in meaningful conversation.

e In what ways were you encouraged by last week's study?

e What's your favorite memory from this summer?

These questions are designed as a guide

for individual study and to foster spiritual GROW |N THE WORD

conversation with a group of people.

01. Jesus continued to instruct his disciples and used the metaphor of a lamp to illustrate the
proper use of light and its ability to reveal things previously hidden or secret. He
encouraged the disciples to hear him carefully and apply what they learned. Jesus offered
reward or consequence based on the response of those who heard him (v. 21-25).

o What was Jesus trying to teach his disciples with the lamp metaphor? See Matthew 5:14-16;
John 8:12; Psalm 119:105.












