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BACKGROUND INFO:

These chapters take place during the cycle of the

judges. The Israelites consistently chose sin and idolatry

instead of worshiping God. We see that in how they

treated the ark as a lucky charm. As a consequence, God

allowed the Philistines to defeat the Israelites.

In those days, whenever one nation defeated another, it

was common to carry any idols from the defeated

nation and put them in the temple to whichever false

god the winning nation worshiped. But when the

Philistines brought the ark into the temple of Dagon,

the statue of Dagon fell facedown in front of the ark!

Then the Philistines got sick. They had defeated the

Israelites, but they hadn’t defeated God. When the

Philistines realized that holding the ark couldn't control

the one true God, they were eager to give it back to the

Israelites.

Bible Skills Answers: Old Testament | History| God's

people, the Israelites

BIBLE SKILLS

Is  1 Samuel  in the Old Testament
or New Testament?
Which section is  1 Samuel  in?
Whose history is  i t?

Help your chi ld f ind 1 Samuel  in his
or her Bible.  Talk about where it  is
located.

 



NEED HELP?
HAVE QUESTIONS?

The Wayside Kids Team is
avai lable to walk alongside
you through this  process.  I f

you have any questions,
please let  us know! 

 
You can email  us at

Kids@waysidechapel .org
 

We'd love to hear about your
family 's  spir itual  journey and

would love to offer
encouragement and guidance

as needed.
 

PRAYER:
Before moving on to the next section, pray for the Holy Spirit to teach you as you read and discuss the
scriptures. Model prayer for your child, and encourage him or her to pray as well. Your prayer can be
as simple as the following:

Dear God, thank You for giving us Your Word in the Bible. Be with us now as we read and talk about
Your Word. Help us to understand and to learn more about You. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

BIBLE READING & DISCUSSION:
Over the next week, spend time each day reading and discussing parts of 1 Samuel 4-6. If your child
can read, encourage him or her to read aloud as well. If your child is young, read only parts of the
chapter or consider reading from a storybook Bible. 

DAY ONE

Why did the Israelites bring the ark of the covenant into
battle? They were losing and thought having the ark near
would bring them victory.
Why was the ark important to the Israelites? It was a
wooden box covered with gold. Inside were the two stone
tablets with the Ten Commandments on them, as well as
other objects from their time in the wilderness, such as a
jar of manna. The ark was a symbol of God’s power,
holiness, and presence with the Israelites.
Did the ark bring the Israelites victory? No. 
What happened instead? The Israelites were defeated, Eli
and his sons died, and the ark was captured.

READ: 1 Samuel 4
DISCUSS:

ACTIVITY: Choose one or two worship songs to sing as a
family, praising God because He is all powerful. For ideas, see
the Family Worship link in the For Parents section of the
Wayside Kids page. 

mailto:kids@waysidechapel.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/seedsfamilyworship


DAY THREE

How long was the ark in the country of the Philistines? It was there for seven months.
What did the Philistines send with the ark when they returned it? They sent an offering,
hoping this would make them well.
What did the Israelites do when they saw the ark? They rejoiced and worshipped God.

READ: 1 Samuel 6
DISCUSS:

DAY TWO

What did the Philistines do with the ark? They put the ark in the house of their false god
Dagon.
What happened to their false god Dagon? He fell face down on the ground in front of the
ark.
What happened to the Philistine people? The people became sick.
What happened when they took the ark to other cities? The people in those cities became
sick.
What did they decide to do with the ark? They decided to return the ark to the people of
Israel.

READ: 1 Samuel 5
DISCUSS:



DAY FIVE
BIBLE MEMORY

"For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord." Romans 6:23

We all have sin in our hearts that separates us from God, but God offers us the free gift
of salvation. Jesus is the greatest gift. He died in our place for our sins and gives us
eternal life. 

ACTIVITY:
Place the index cards you wrote last week (or write the verse on index cards) into a gift
bag or box. Allow your child to open the "free gift'. Challenge your child to put the cards
in order. 

WE'D LOVE TO HEAR YOUR STORIES!

The Wayside Kids Team would love to hear how you have been able to uti l ize
this  guide with your family.  Share your stories,  pictures,  or  videos of  your kids

doing the activit ies,  recit ing the Bible verse,  or  discussing the lesson 
with us on Facebook @wayside.kids

DAY FOUR
REVIEW: 1 Samuel 4-6
ACTIVITY: 
Draw an outline of a person on a large sheet of paper. Give markers to your child and
instruct him or her to write and draw things that can become idols or false gods in our life.
Once your child has finished, challenge him or her to get the “person” to stand up without
attaching the figure to a wall or person.
DISCUSS:
Were you able to get your “person” to stand upright? In this week's lesson, the Philistines
worshiped a false god named Dagon. The statue of Dagon fell facedown in front of the ark
of God. Our world might choose to worship lots of people, achievements, activities, and
objects instead of the one true God. Even when we follow God, we can be easily distracted
by what others say is important. But just like we couldn’t get the paper to stand up today,
none of these idols can stand up to the real God. There is only one true God, and He is
worthy of all of our worship and attention. 

https://www.facebook.com/wayside.kids

