
a discovery Bible study 
through the Old Testament

WHO IS
GOD? 
AND, 
WHAT IS 
HE LIKE?



SESSION 1:

SESSION 2:

SESSION 3:

SESSION 4:

SESSION 5:

SESSION 6:

SESSION 7:

SESSION 8:

SESSION 9:

SESSION 10:

SESSION 11:

SESSION 12:

SESSION 13:



SESSION 1:

SESSION 2:

SESSION 3:

SESSION 4:

SESSION 5:

SESSION 6:

SESSION 7:

SESSION 8:

SESSION 9:

SESSION 10:

SESSION 11:

SESSION 12:

SESSION 13:

INTRODUCTION

GOD CREATES THE UNIVERSE - GEN. 1
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Session 1

The world is an amazing place and life 
is a precious gift. As humans, we are 
naturally drawn to the beauty and 
wonder woven into the fabric of the 
universe. Deep in our hearts, we long 
to be a part of something greater than 
ourselves: for wholeness, meaning, 
and significance.

And yet, there's a lot of “bad” that 
exists alongside the beauty. Life is 
often full of pain and tragedy which 
can cause us to wonder if there was 
ever meaning to it all in the first place. 

For all of history, humans have wrestled 
with these questions about beauty, 
evil, and purpose. Tragically, many live 
their whole lives without finding 
answers. 

We believe that God created the world 
and everything in it, that he carefully 
made each human with dignity and a 
purpose, and that he desires for us to 
know and experience his love. We 
believe that, despite God's kindness, 
humans rebelled against him and 

Where have you experienced 
beauty in your life? What do 
you believe about your 
purpose in the world?
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brought evil and pain into his good
world. Because we turned our backs on 
the one who gave us life, death came 
into the world. 

Yet, we believe that through the 
sacrificial death and resurrection of his 
son Jesus, God has made a way for us 
to receive life again. If we trust in Jesus, 
he will forgive us, restore us, and give 
us new life and meaning.

The goal of this study is to discover the 
God of the Bible and his Son, Jesus, 
through his Word. We hope to create a 
safe space where people with different 
spiritual backgrounds and levels of 
knowledge can grow together and be 
encouraged through the Bible.

Where have you experienced 
beauty in your life? What do 
you believe about your 
purpose in the world?

Where have you experienced 
evil in the world? Why do you 
think it bothers us so much?

What do you hope to gain by 
being a part of this study?

While not the only way to engage with the Scriptures, we believe Discovery Bible 
Study provides a meaningful and reproducable method for groups with different 
backgrounds and levels of exposure to the Scripture to experience God together 
through his Word. The simple tools provided by DBS also encourage participants 
to study and internalize biblical stories in order to share with others.  The following 
guidelines are designed to cultivate an effective, purposeful experience.
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God of the Bible and his Son, Jesus, 
through his Word. We hope to create a 
safe space where people with different 
spiritual backgrounds and levels of 
knowledge can grow together and be 
encouraged through the Bible.

What do you hope to gain by 
being a part of this study?

During discussion, everyone shares thoughts in sentences, not 
paragraphs. 
This allows everyone an opportunity to share and contribute to the study.

Focus only on what each week’s passage is saying, not on other 
passages, commentaries, or authors.
In doing so, we discipline ourselves to a deeper study of the passage at 
hand and make the study more accessable to those new to the Bible.

Be patient and give others time to think and respond. Silence is 
okay!

Respect the thoughts and opinions of others. 
Help us create a safe, supportive space where we can grow in knowledge 
and understanding together.

For the purposes of this study, we will assume the Bible is true. 
If you're skeptical or have questions about the trustworthiness of the Bible, 
that's okay! Consider asking your leader after the study. However, during 
the study our focus will be answering the question, "If this is true, what does 
it mean?”

The goal of the study is not solely the accumulation of biblical 
knowledge, but life change: our own lives, and the lives of those 
areound us.
Conclude every study by asking, “How can I apply what I’ve learned?” and 
“Who can I share this with?”

What will our group look like if we stick to these 
guidelines? Are there other guidelines we should add? 
Discuss as a group.

Why Discovery Bible Study?

While not the only way to engage with the Scriptures, we believe Discovery Bible 
Study provides a meaningful and reproducable method for groups with different 
backgrounds and levels of exposure to the Scripture to experience God together 
through his Word. The simple tools provided by DBS also encourage participants 
to study and internalize biblical stories in order to share with others.  The following 
guidelines are designed to cultivate an effective, purposeful experience.
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Session 2

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was form-
less and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God 
was moving over the surface of the waters. 3 Then God said, "Let there be light"; 
and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good; and God separated the 
light from the darkness. 5 God called the light day, and the darkness He called 
night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day.

6 Then God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters." 7 God made the expanse, and separated the 
waters which were below the expanse from the waters which were above the 
expanse; and it was so. 8 God called the expanse heaven. And there was evening 
and there was morning, a second day.

9 Then God said, "Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, 
and let the dry land appear"; and it was so. 10 God called the dry land earth, and 
the gathering of the waters He called seas; and God saw that it was good. 11 Then 
God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees on 
the earth bearing fruit after their kind with seed in them"; and it was so. 12 The 
earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed after their kind, and trees 
bearing fruit with seed in them, after their kind; and God saw that it was good. 
13 There was evening and there was morning, a third day.

14 Then God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate 
the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 
years; 15 and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light on 
the earth"; and it was so. 16 God made the two great lights, the greater light to 
govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also. 17 
God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 and 
to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and 
God saw that it was good. 19 There was evening and there was morning, a fourth 
day.

20 Then God said, "Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of the heavens." 21 God created the 
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, with which the waters 
swarmed after their kind, and every winged bird after its kind; and God saw that it 
was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." 23 There was evening and 
there was morning, a fifth day.
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14 Then God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate 
the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 
years; 15 and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light on 
the earth"; and it was so. 16 God made the two great lights, the greater light to 
govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also. 17 
God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 and 
to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and 
God saw that it was good. 19 There was evening and there was morning, a fourth 
day.

20 Then God said, "Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of the heavens." 21 God created the 
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, with which the waters 
swarmed after their kind, and every winged bird after its kind; and God saw that it 
was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." 23 There was evening and 
there was morning, a fifth day.

READ: 24 Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures after their kind: cattle 
and creeping things and beasts of the earth after their kind"; and it was so. 25 God 
made the beasts of the earth after their kind, and the cattle after their kind, and 
everything that creeps on the ground after its kind; and God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and 
let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the 
cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth." 27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them. 28 God blessed them; and God said to 
them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves 
on the earth." 29 Then God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding 
seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding 
seed; it shall be food for you; 30 and to every beast of the earth and to every bird 
of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life, I have given 
every green plant for food"; and it was so. 31 God saw all that He had made, and 
behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth 
day.
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Begin
Catch up:
What are you thankful for today? What is causing you stress?

Pray:
Briefly pray over needs and ask God to teach us from his Word. 

Study

Wrap-up

DISCOVER:
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Read and Retell:
Have one person read the Bible passage aloud. Everyone else 
follows along. Then, have someone retell the story from 
memory. The group can help fill in any missing details.

Read and Observe:
Read the passage again and make observations. What 
questions do you have? What's interesting? Difficult? Serious? 
Funny? Look for the who, what, when, where, why, and how of 
the passage.

Read and Learn:
Read the passage one more time and discuss what this passage 
teaches us about God or Jesus. What does it teach us about 
humans? 

Time may not permit multiple readings of longer passages. 
Leaders should exercise discretion.

Take-aways:
What do I want to remember from this study? What am I doing 
well? How do I need to grow or change?

Who else:
Who can I share this story with? What would I tell them?



NOTES:
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Session 3

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their hosts. 2 By the 
seventh day God completed His work which He had done, and He rested on the 
seventh day from all His work which He had done. 3 Then God blessed the seventh 
day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had 
created and made.

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the 
day that the Lord God made earth and heaven. 5 Now no shrub of the field was yet 
in the earth, and no plant of the field had yet sprouted, for the Lord God had not 
sent rain upon the earth, and there was no man to cultivate the ground. 6 But a mist 
used to rise from the earth and water the whole surface of the ground. 7 Then the 
Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living being. 8 The Lord God planted a garden 
toward the east, in Eden; and there He placed the man whom He had formed. 9 
Out of the ground the Lord God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the 
sight and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil.

10 Now a river flowed out of Eden to water the garden; and from there it divided 
and became four rivers. 11 The name of the first is Pishon; it flows around the 
whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 The gold of that land is good; the 
bdellium and the onyx stone are there. 13 The name of the second river is Gihon; 
it flows around the whole land of Cush. 14 The name of the third river is Tigris; it 
flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

15 Then the Lord God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to 
cultivate it and keep it. 16 The Lord God commanded the man, saying, "From any 
tree of the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely 
die."

18 Then the Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him 
a helper suitable for him." 19 Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast 
of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he 
would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name. 
20 The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every 
beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him. 21 
So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He 
took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place. 22 The Lord God
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18 Then the Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him 
a helper suitable for him." 19 Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast 
of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he 
would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name. 
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beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him. 21 
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took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place. 22 The Lord God

READ: fastioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her 
to the man. 23 The man said, 
"This is now bone of my bones, 
And flesh of my flesh; 
She shall be called Woman, 
Because she was taken out of Man." 24 For this reason a man shall leave his father 
and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. 25 And 
the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
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fastioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her 
to the man. 23 The man said, 
"This is now bone of my bones, 
And flesh of my flesh; 
She shall be called Woman, 
Because she was taken out of Man." 24 For this reason a man shall leave his father 
and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. 25 And 
the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
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Begin

Study
Read and Retell:
Have one person read the Bible passage out loud. Everyone 
else follows along. Then, have someone retell the story from 
memory. The group can help fill in any missing details.

Read and Observe:
Read the passage again and make observations. What 
questions do you have? What's interesting? Difficult? Serious? 
Funny? Look for the who, what, when, where, why, and how of 
the passage.

Read and Learn:
Read the passage one more time and discuss what this passage 
teaches us about God or Jesus. What does it teach us about 
humans? 

Time may not permit multiple readings of longer passages. 
Leaders should exercise discretion.

Wrap-up
Take-aways:
What do I want to remember from this study? What am I doing 
well? How do I need to grow or change?

Who else:
Who can I share this story with? What would I tell them?
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Catch up:
What are you thankful for today? What is causing you stress?

Pray:
Briefly pray over needs and ask God to teach us from his Word. 

Review:
Retell the story from the last study. What did you learn? What 
did you do differently because of what you learned?



NOTES:
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Session 4

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the Lord God 
had made. And he said to the woman, "Indeed, has God said, 'You shall not eat 
from any tree of the garden'?" 2 The woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of 
the trees of the garden we may eat; 3 but from the fruit of the tree which is in the 
middle of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will 
die.'" 4 The serpent said to the woman, "You surely will not die! 5 For God knows 
that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil." 6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one 
wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and 
he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin cover-
ings.

8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden. 9 Then the Lord God called to the man, and said to 
him, "Where are you?" 10 He said, "I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I 
was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself." 11 And He said, "Who told you 
that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not 
to eat?" 12 The man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave 
me from the tree, and I ate." 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, "What is this 
you have done?" And the woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." 
14 The Lord God said to the serpent, 
"Because you have done this, 
Cursed are you more than all cattle, 
And more than every beast of the field; 
On your belly you will go, 
And dust you will eat 
All the days of your life;

15 And I will put enmity 
Between you and the woman, 
And between your seed and her seed; 
He shall bruise you on the head, 
And you shall bruise him on the heel."

16 To the woman He said, 
"I will greatly multiply
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1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the Lord God 
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READ: Your pain in childbirth, 
In pain you will bring forth children; 
Yet your desire will be for your husband, 
And he will rule over you." 
17 Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, 
'You shall not eat from it'; 
Cursed is the ground because of you; 
In toil you will eat of it 
All the days of your life.

18 "Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; 
And you will eat the plants of the field;

19 By the sweat of your face 
You will eat bread, 
Till you return to the ground, 
Because from it you were taken; 
For you are dust, 
And to dust you shall return."

20 Now the man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all the 
living. 21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed 
them.

22 Then the Lord God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing 
good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree 
of life, and eat, and live forever"- 23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from the 
garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which he was taken. 24 So He drove 
the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and 
the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.
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Your pain in childbirth, 
In pain you will bring forth children; 
Yet your desire will be for your husband, 
And he will rule over you." 
17 Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, 
'You shall not eat from it'; 
Cursed is the ground because of you; 
In toil you will eat of it 
All the days of your life.

18 "Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; 
And you will eat the plants of the field;

19 By the sweat of your face 
You will eat bread, 
Till you return to the ground, 
Because from it you were taken; 
For you are dust, 
And to dust you shall return."

20 Now the man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all the 
living. 21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed 
them.

22 Then the Lord God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing 
good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree 
of life, and eat, and live forever"- 23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from the 
garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which he was taken. 24 So He drove 
the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and 
the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.
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Begin

Study
Read and Retell:
Have one person read the Bible passage out loud. Everyone 
else follows along. Then, have someone retell the story from 
memory. The group can help fill in any missing details.

Read and Observe:
Read the passage again and make observations. What 
questions do you have? What's interesting? Difficult? Serious? 
Funny? Look for the who, what, when, where, why, and how of 
the passage.

Read and Learn:
Read the passage one more time and discuss what this passage 
teaches us about God or Jesus. What does it teach us about 
humans? 

Time may not permit multiple readings of longer passages. 
Leaders should exercise discretion.

Wrap-up
Take-aways:
What do I want to remember from this study? What am I doing 
well? How do I need to grow or change?

Who else:
Who can I share this story with? What would I tell them?

Catch up:
What are you thankful for today? What is causing you stress?

Pray:
Briefly pray over needs and ask God to teach us from his Word. 

Review:
Retell the story from the last study. What did you learn? What 
did you do differently because of what you learned?



NOTES:
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Session 5

1 Now the Lord said to Abram, 
"Go forth from your country, 
And from your relatives 
And from your father's house, 
To the land which I will show you;

2 And I will make you a great nation, 
And I will bless you, 
And make your name great; 
And so you shall be a blessing;

3 And I will bless those who bless you, 
And the one who curses you I will curse. 
And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."

4 So Abram went forth as the Lord had spoken to him; and Lot went with him. Now 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 Abram took 
Sarai his wife and Lot his nephew, and all their possessions which they had 
accumulated, and the persons which they had acquired in Haran, and they set out 
for the land of Canaan; thus they came to the land of Canaan. 6 Abram passed 
through the land as far as the site of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. Now the 
Canaanite was then in the land. 7 The Lord appeared to Abram and said, "To your 
descendants I will give this land." So he built an altar there to the Lord who had 
appeared to him.

1 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, 
"Do not fear, Abram, 
I am a shield to you; 
Your reward shall be very great." 
2 Abram said, "O Lord God, what will You give me, since I am childless, and the heir 
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "Since You have given no 
offspring to me, one born in my house is my heir." 4 Then behold, the word of the 
Lord came to him, saying, "This man will not be your heir; but one who will come 
forth from your own body, he shall be your heir." 5 And He took him outside and 
said, "Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count 
them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be." 6 Then he believed in 
the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness. 7 And He said to him, "I am 
the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to 
possess it."
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Begin

Study
Read and Retell:
Have one person read the Bible passage out loud. Everyone 
else follows along. Then, have someone retell the story from 
memory. The group can help fill in any missing details.

Read and Observe:
Read the passage again and make observations. What 
questions do you have? What's interesting? Difficult? Serious? 
Funny? Look for the who, what, when, where, why, and how of 
the passage.

Read and Learn:
Read the passage one more time and discuss what this passage 
teaches us about God or Jesus. What does it teach us about 
humans? 

Time may not permit multiple readings of longer passages. 
Leaders should exercise discretion.

Wrap-up
Take-aways:
What do I want to remember from this study? What am I doing 
well? How do I need to grow or change?

Who else:
Who can I share this story with? What would I tell them?

Catch up:
What are you thankful for today? What is causing you stress?

Pray:
Briefly pray over needs and ask God to teach us from his Word. 

Review:
Retell the story from the last study. What did you learn? What 
did you do differently because of what you learned?
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Session 6

1 Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian; and he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, 
the mountain of God. 2 The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire 
from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with 
fire, yet the bush was not consumed. 3 So Moses said, "I must turn aside now and 
see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up." 4 When the Lord saw that 
he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, 
"Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." 5 Then He said, "Do not come near 
here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing 
is holy ground." 6 He said also, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid 
to look at God.

7 The Lord said, "I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, 
and have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of 
their sufferings. 8 So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a 
land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and 
the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 9 Now, behold, the 
cry of the sons of Israel has come to Me; furthermore, I have seen the oppression 
with which the Egyptians are oppressing them. 

10Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My 
people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt." 11 But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that 
I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?" 
12 And He said, "Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that 
it is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall 
worship God at this mountain."
13 Then Moses said to God, "Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say 
to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you.' Now they may say to me, 
'What is His name?' What shall I say to them?" 14 God said to Moses, "I AM WHO 
I AM"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to 
you.'" 15 God, furthermore, said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 
'The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you.' This is My name forever, and this is My 
memorial-name to all generations. 16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together 
and say to them, 'The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, "I am indeed concerned about you and what 
has been done to you in Egypt. 17 So I said, I will bring you up out of the affliction 
of Egypt to the land of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the 
Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, to a land flowing with milk and honey."' 
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you.'" 15 God, furthermore, said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 
'The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you.' This is My name forever, and this is My 
memorial-name to all generations. 16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together 
and say to them, 'The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, "I am indeed concerned about you and what 
has been done to you in Egypt. 17 So I said, I will bring you up out of the affliction 
of Egypt to the land of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the 
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READ: 18 They will pay heed to what you say; and you with the elders of Israel will come 
to the king of Egypt and you will say to him, 'The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has 
met with us. So now, please, let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness, that 
we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.' 19 But I know that the king of Egypt will not 
permit you to go, except under compulsion. 20 So I will stretch out My hand and 
strike Egypt with all My miracles which I shall do in the midst of it; and after that he 
will let you go. 21 I will grant this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it 
shall be that when you go, you will not go empty-handed. 22 But every woman 
shall ask of her neighbor and the woman who lives in her house, articles of silver 
and articles of gold, and clothing; and you will put them on your sons and 
daughters. Thus you will plunder the Egyptians."
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fire, yet the bush was not consumed. 3 So Moses said, "I must turn aside now and 
see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up." 4 When the Lord saw that 
he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, 
"Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." 5 Then He said, "Do not come near 
here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing 
is holy ground." 6 He said also, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid 
to look at God.

7 The Lord said, "I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, 
and have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of 
their sufferings. 8 So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a 
land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and 
the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 9 Now, behold, the 
cry of the sons of Israel has come to Me; furthermore, I have seen the oppression 
with which the Egyptians are oppressing them. 

10Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My 
people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt." 11 But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that 
I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?" 
12 And He said, "Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that 
it is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall 
worship God at this mountain."
13 Then Moses said to God, "Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say 
to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you.' Now they may say to me, 
'What is His name?' What shall I say to them?" 14 God said to Moses, "I AM WHO 
I AM"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to 
you.'" 15 God, furthermore, said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 
'The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you.' This is My name forever, and this is My 
memorial-name to all generations. 16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together 
and say to them, 'The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, "I am indeed concerned about you and what 
has been done to you in Egypt. 17 So I said, I will bring you up out of the affliction 
of Egypt to the land of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the 
Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, to a land flowing with milk and honey."' 

18 They will pay heed to what you say; and you with the elders of Israel will come 
to the king of Egypt and you will say to him, 'The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has 
met with us. So now, please, let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness, that 
we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.' 19 But I know that the king of Egypt will not 
permit you to go, except under compulsion. 20 So I will stretch out My hand and 
strike Egypt with all My miracles which I shall do in the midst of it; and after that he 
will let you go. 21 I will grant this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it 
shall be that when you go, you will not go empty-handed. 22 But every woman 
shall ask of her neighbor and the woman who lives in her house, articles of silver 
and articles of gold, and clothing; and you will put them on your sons and 
daughters. Thus you will plunder the Egyptians."
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Begin

Study
Read and Retell:
Have one person read the Bible passage out loud. Everyone 
else follows along. Then, have someone retell the story from 
memory. The group can help fill in any missing details.

Read and Observe:
Read the passage again and make observations. What 
questions do you have? What's interesting? Difficult? Serious? 
Funny? Look for the who, what, when, where, why, and how of 
the passage.

Read and Learn:
Read the passage one more time and discuss what this passage 
teaches us about God or Jesus. What does it teach us about 
humans? 

Time may not permit multiple readings of longer passages. 
Leaders should exercise discretion.

Wrap-up
Take-aways:
What do I want to remember from this study? What am I doing 
well? How do I need to grow or change?

Who else:
Who can I share this story with? What would I tell them?

Catch up:
What are you thankful for today? What is causing you stress?

Pray:
Briefly pray over needs and ask God to teach us from his Word. 

Review:
Retell the story from the last study. What did you learn? What 
did you do differently because of what you learned?



NOTES:
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Session 7

1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:

2 "Speak to all the congregation of the sons of Israel and say to them, 'You shall be 
holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.

3 "For I proclaim the name of the Lord; 
Ascribe greatness to our God!

4 "The Rock! His work is perfect, 
For all His ways are just; 
A God of faithfulness and without injustice, 
Righteous and upright is He.



1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:

2 "Speak to all the congregation of the sons of Israel and say to them, 'You shall be 
holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.

3 "For I proclaim the name of the Lord; 
Ascribe greatness to our God!

4 "The Rock! His work is perfect, 
For all His ways are just; 
A God of faithfulness and without injustice, 
Righteous and upright is He.

READ:

34     SESSION 7 | GOD IS HOLY



1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:
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Begin

Study
Read and Retell:
Have one person read the Bible passage out loud. Everyone 
else follows along. Then, have someone retell the story from 
memory. The group can help fill in any missing details.

Read and Observe:
Read the passage again and make observations. What 
questions do you have? What's interesting? Difficult? Serious? 
Funny? Look for the who, what, when, where, why, and how of 
the passage.

Read and Learn:
Read the passage one more time and discuss what this passage 
teaches us about God or Jesus. What does it teach us about 
humans? 

Time may not permit multiple readings of longer passages. 
Leaders should exercise discretion.

Wrap-up
Take-aways:
What do I want to remember from this study? What am I doing 
well? How do I need to grow or change?

Who else:
Who can I share this story with? What would I tell them?

Catch up:
What are you thankful for today? What is causing you stress?

Pray:
Briefly pray over needs and ask God to teach us from his Word. 

Review:
Retell the story from the last study. What did you learn? What 
did you do differently because of what you learned?
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Session 8

1 Then God spoke all these words, saying,

2 "I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery.

3 "You shall have no other gods before Me.

4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not 
worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of 
those who hate Me, 6 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love 
Me and keep My commandments.

7 "You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not 
leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.

8 "Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the Lord your God; in it you shall 
not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female 
servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. 11 For in six days the 
Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on 
the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and made it holy.

12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the 
land which the Lord your God gives you.

13 "You shall not murder.

14 "You shall not commit adultery.

15 "You shall not steal.

16 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's 
wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything 
that belongs to your neighbor."

18 All the people perceived the thunder and the lightning flashes and the sound of 
the trumpet and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they 
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trembled and stood at a distance. 19 Then they said to Moses, "Speak to us 
yourself and we will listen; but let not God speak to us, or we will die." 20 Moses 
said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test you, and in 
order that the fear of Him may remain with you, so that you may not sin." 21 So the 
people stood at a distance, while Moses approached the thick cloud where God 
was.
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Begin

Study
Read and Retell:
Have one person read the Bible passage out loud. Everyone 
else follows along. Then, have someone retell the story from 
memory. The group can help fill in any missing details.

Read and Observe:
Read the passage again and make observations. What 
questions do you have? What's interesting? Difficult? Serious? 
Funny? Look for the who, what, when, where, why, and how of 
the passage.

Read and Learn:
Read the passage one more time and discuss what this passage 
teaches us about God or Jesus. What does it teach us about 
humans? 

Time may not permit multiple readings of longer passages. 
Leaders should exercise discretion.

Wrap-up
Take-aways:
What do I want to remember from this study? What am I doing 
well? How do I need to grow or change?

Who else:
Who can I share this story with? What would I tell them?

Catch up:
What are you thankful for today? What is causing you stress?

Pray:
Briefly pray over needs and ask God to teach us from his Word. 

Review:
Retell the story from the last study. What did you learn? What 
did you do differently because of what you learned?
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1 Now the Lord said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have 
rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go; I will send 
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have selected a king for Myself among his 
sons." 2 But Samuel said, "How can I go? When Saul hears of it, he will kill me." And 
the Lord said, "Take a heifer with you and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.' 
3 You shall invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and 
you shall anoint for Me the one whom I designate to you." 4 So Samuel did what 
the Lord said, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the city came trembling to 
meet him and said, "Do you come in peace?" 5 He said, "In peace; I have come to 
sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice." He 
also consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

6 When they entered, he looked at Eliab and thought, "Surely the Lord's anointed 
is before Him." 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at 
the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, 
for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart." 8 Then 
Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, "The Lord 
has not chosen this one either." 9 Next Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, 
"The Lord has not chosen this one either." 10 Thus Jesse made seven of his sons 
pass before Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, "The Lord has not chosen these." 11 
And Samuel said to Jesse, "Are these all the children?" And he said, "There remains 
yet the youngest, and behold, he is tending the sheep." Then Samuel said to Jesse, 
"Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here." 

12 So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with beautiful eyes and a 
handsome appearance. And the Lord said, "Arise, anoint him; for this is he." 13 
Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and 
the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. And Samuel 
arose and went to Ramah.

1 Now it came about when the king lived in his house, and the Lord had given him 
rest on every side from all his enemies, 2 that the king said to Nathan the prophet, 
"See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells within tent 
curtains." 3 Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is 
with you."

4 But in the same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying, 5 "Go and say 
to My servant David, 'Thus says the Lord, "Are you the one who should build Me a 
house to dwell in? 6 For I have not dwelt in a house since the day I brought up the 
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"See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells within tent 
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sons of Israel from Egypt, even to this day; but I have been moving about in a tent, 
even in a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have gone with all the sons of Israel, did I speak 
a word with one of the tribes of Israel, which I commanded to shepherd My people 
Israel, saying, 'Why have you not built Me a house of cedar?'"' 

8 "Now therefore, thus you shall say to My servant David, 'Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, "I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My 
people Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever you have gone and have cut off all 
your enemies from before you; and I will make you a great name, like the names of 
the great men who are on the earth. 10 I will also appoint a place for My people 
Israel and will plant them, that they may live in their own place and not be 
disturbed again, nor will the wicked afflict them any more as formerly, 11 even 
from the day that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel; and I will give 
you rest from all your enemies. The Lord also declares to you that the Lord will 
make a house for you. 12 When your days are complete and you lie down with 
your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from 
you, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be a father to him and he 
will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men 
and the strokes of the sons of men, 15 but My lovingkindness shall not depart from 
him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 Your house 
and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be 
established forever."'" 17 In accordance with all these words and all this vision, so 
Nathan spoke to David.

18 Then David the king went in and sat before the Lord, and he said, "Who am I, O 
Lord God, and what is my house, that You have brought me this far? 19 And yet this 
was insignificant in Your eyes, O Lord God, for You have spoken also of the house 
of Your servant concerning the distant future. And this is the custom of man, O Lord 
God. 20 Again what more can David say to You? For You know Your servant, O Lord 
God! 21 For the sake of Your word, and according to Your own heart, You have 
done all this greatness to let Your servant know.
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of Your servant concerning the distant future. And this is the custom of man, O Lord 
God. 20 Again what more can David say to You? For You know Your servant, O Lord 
God! 21 For the sake of Your word, and according to Your own heart, You have 
done all this greatness to let Your servant know.
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from the day that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel; and I will give 
you rest from all your enemies. The Lord also declares to you that the Lord will 
make a house for you. 12 When your days are complete and you lie down with 
your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from 
you, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be a father to him and he 
will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men 
and the strokes of the sons of men, 15 but My lovingkindness shall not depart from 
him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 Your house 
and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be 
established forever."'" 17 In accordance with all these words and all this vision, so 
Nathan spoke to David.

18 Then David the king went in and sat before the Lord, and he said, "Who am I, O 
Lord God, and what is my house, that You have brought me this far? 19 And yet this 
was insignificant in Your eyes, O Lord God, for You have spoken also of the house 
of Your servant concerning the distant future. And this is the custom of man, O Lord 
God. 20 Again what more can David say to You? For You know Your servant, O Lord 
God! 21 For the sake of Your word, and according to Your own heart, You have 
done all this greatness to let Your servant know.
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Begin

Study
Read and Retell:
Have one person read the Bible passage out loud. Everyone 
else follows along. Then, have someone retell the story from 
memory. The group can help fill in any missing details.

Read and Observe:
Read the passage again and make observations. What 
questions do you have? What's interesting? Difficult? Serious? 
Funny? Look for the who, what, when, where, why, and how of 
the passage.

Read and Learn:
Read the passage one more time and discuss what this passage 
teaches us about God or Jesus. What does it teach us about 
humans? 

Time may not permit multiple readings of longer passages. 
Leaders should exercise discretion.

Wrap-up
Take-aways:
What do I want to remember from this study? What am I doing 
well? How do I need to grow or change?

Who else:
Who can I share this story with? What would I tell them?

Catch up:
What are you thankful for today? What is causing you stress?

Pray:
Briefly pray over needs and ask God to teach us from his Word. 

Review:
Retell the story from the last study. What did you learn? What 
did you do differently because of what you learned?



NOTES:
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Session 10

1 Then it happened in the spring, at the time when kings go out to battle, that 
David sent Joab and his servants with him and all Israel, and they destroyed the 
sons of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at Jerusalem.

2 Now when evening came David arose from his bed and walked around on the 
roof of the king's house, and from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the 
woman was very beautiful in appearance. 3 So David sent and inquired about the 
woman. And one said, "Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite?" 4 David sent messengers and took her, and when she came to 
him, he lay with her; and when she had purified herself from her uncleanness, she 
returned to her house. 5 The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, and 
said, "I am pregnant."

6 Then David sent to Joab, saying, "Send me Uriah the Hittite." So Joab sent Uriah 
to David. 7 When Uriah came to him, David asked concerning the welfare of Joab 
and the people and the state of the war. 8 Then David said to Uriah, "Go down to 
your house, and wash your feet." And Uriah went out of the king's house, and a 
present from the king was sent out after him. 9 But Uriah slept at the door of the 
king's house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10 
Now when they told David, saying, "Uriah did not go down to his house," David 
said to Uriah, "Have you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to 
your house?" 11 Uriah said to David, "The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in 
temporary shelters, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in 
the open field. Shall I then go to my house to eat and to drink and to lie with my 
wife? By your life and the life of your soul, I will not do this thing." 12 Then David 
said to Uriah, "Stay here today also, and tomorrow I will let you go." So Uriah 
remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 Now David called him, and he ate 
and drank before him, and he made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to 
lie on his bed with his lord's servants, but he did not go down to his house.

14 Now in the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah. 15 He had written in the letter, saying, "Place Uriah in the front line of the 
fiercest battle and withdraw from him, so that he may be struck down and die." 16 
So it was as Joab kept watch on the city, that he put Uriah at the place where he 
knew there were valiant men. 17 The men of the city went out and fought against 
Joab, and some of the people among David's servants fell; and Uriah the Hittite 
also died. 18 Then Joab sent and reported to David all the events of the war. 19 He 
charged the messenger, saying, "When you have finished telling all the events of 
the war to the king, 20 and if it happens that the king's wrath rises and he says to 
you, 'Why did you go so near to the city to fight? Did you not know that they would 
shoot from the wall? Who struck down Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? 



1 Then it happened in the spring, at the time when kings go out to battle, that 
David sent Joab and his servants with him and all Israel, and they destroyed the 
sons of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at Jerusalem.

2 Now when evening came David arose from his bed and walked around on the 
roof of the king's house, and from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the 
woman was very beautiful in appearance. 3 So David sent and inquired about the 
woman. And one said, "Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite?" 4 David sent messengers and took her, and when she came to 
him, he lay with her; and when she had purified herself from her uncleanness, she 
returned to her house. 5 The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, and 
said, "I am pregnant."

6 Then David sent to Joab, saying, "Send me Uriah the Hittite." So Joab sent Uriah 
to David. 7 When Uriah came to him, David asked concerning the welfare of Joab 
and the people and the state of the war. 8 Then David said to Uriah, "Go down to 
your house, and wash your feet." And Uriah went out of the king's house, and a 
present from the king was sent out after him. 9 But Uriah slept at the door of the 
king's house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10 
Now when they told David, saying, "Uriah did not go down to his house," David 
said to Uriah, "Have you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to 
your house?" 11 Uriah said to David, "The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in 
temporary shelters, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in 
the open field. Shall I then go to my house to eat and to drink and to lie with my 
wife? By your life and the life of your soul, I will not do this thing." 12 Then David 
said to Uriah, "Stay here today also, and tomorrow I will let you go." So Uriah 
remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 Now David called him, and he ate 
and drank before him, and he made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to 
lie on his bed with his lord's servants, but he did not go down to his house.

14 Now in the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah. 15 He had written in the letter, saying, "Place Uriah in the front line of the 
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Did not a woman throw an upper millstone on him from the wall so that he died at 
Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?'-then you shall say, 'Your servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.'"

22 So the messenger departed and came and reported to David all that Joab had 
sent him to tell. 23 The messenger said to David, "The men prevailed against us 
and came out against us in the field, but we pressed them as far as the entrance of 
the gate. 24 Moreover, the archers shot at your servants from the wall; so some of 
the king's servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is also dead." 25 
Then David said to the messenger, "Thus you shall say to Joab, 'Do not let this thing 
displease you, for the sword devours one as well as another; make your battle 
against the city stronger and overthrow it'; and so encourage him."

26 Now when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she 
mourned for her husband. 27 When the time of mourning was over, David sent 
and brought her to his house and she became his wife; then she bore him a son. 
But the thing that David had done was evil in the sight of the Lord. 
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Did not a woman throw an upper millstone on him from the wall so that he died at 
Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?'-then you shall say, 'Your servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.'"

22 So the messenger departed and came and reported to David all that Joab had 
sent him to tell. 23 The messenger said to David, "The men prevailed against us 
and came out against us in the field, but we pressed them as far as the entrance of 
the gate. 24 Moreover, the archers shot at your servants from the wall; so some of 
the king's servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is also dead." 25 
Then David said to the messenger, "Thus you shall say to Joab, 'Do not let this thing 
displease you, for the sword devours one as well as another; make your battle 
against the city stronger and overthrow it'; and so encourage him."

26 Now when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she 
mourned for her husband. 27 When the time of mourning was over, David sent 
and brought her to his house and she became his wife; then she bore him a son. 
But the thing that David had done was evil in the sight of the Lord. 
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Then David said to the messenger, "Thus you shall say to Joab, 'Do not let this thing 
displease you, for the sword devours one as well as another; make your battle 
against the city stronger and overthrow it'; and so encourage him."

26 Now when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she 
mourned for her husband. 27 When the time of mourning was over, David sent 
and brought her to his house and she became his wife; then she bore him a son. 
But the thing that David had done was evil in the sight of the Lord. 
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Begin

Study
Read and Retell:
Have one person read the Bible passage out loud. Everyone 
else follows along. Then, have someone retell the story from 
memory. The group can help fill in any missing details.

Read and Observe:
Read the passage again and make observations. What 
questions do you have? What's interesting? Difficult? Serious? 
Funny? Look for the who, what, when, where, why, and how of 
the passage.

Read and Learn:
Read the passage one more time and discuss what this passage 
teaches us about God or Jesus. What does it teach us about 
humans? 

Time may not permit multiple readings of longer passages. 
Leaders should exercise discretion.

Wrap-up
Take-aways:
What do I want to remember from this study? What am I doing 
well? How do I need to grow or change?

Who else:
Who can I share this story with? What would I tell them?

Catch up:
What are you thankful for today? What is causing you stress?

Pray:
Briefly pray over needs and ask God to teach us from his Word. 

Review:
Retell the story from the last study. What did you learn? What 
did you do differently because of what you learned?



NOTES:
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Session 11

1 Then the Lord sent Nathan to David. And he came to him and said, 
"There were two men in one city, the one rich and the other poor.

2 "The rich man had a great many flocks and herds.

3 "But the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb 
Which he bought and nourished; 
And it grew up together with him and his children. 
It would eat of his bread and drink of his cup and lie in his bosom, 
And was like a daughter to him.

4 "Now a traveler came to the rich man, 
And he was unwilling to take from his own flock or his own herd, 
To prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him; 
Rather he took the poor man's ewe lamb and prepared it for the man who had 
come to him." 5 Then David's anger burned greatly against the man, and he said 
to Nathan, "As the Lord lives, surely the man who has done this deserves to die. 6 
He must make restitution for the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing and had 
no compassion."

7 Nathan then said to David, "You are the man! Thus says the Lord God of Israel, 'It 
is I who anointed you king over Israel and it is I who delivered you from the hand of 
Saul. 8 I also gave you your master's house and your master's wives into your care, 
and I gave you the house of Israel and Judah; and if that had been too little, I would 
have added to you many more things like these! 9 Why have you despised the 
word of the Lord by doing evil in His sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite 
with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the 
sword of the sons of Ammon. 10 Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from 
your house, because you have despised Me and have taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be your wife.' 11 Thus says the Lord, 'Behold, I will raise up evil against 
you from your own household; I will even take your wives before your eyes and 
give them to your companion, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. 12 
Indeed you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, and under the 
sun.'" 13 Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord." And Nathan 
said to David, "The Lord also has taken away your sin; you shall not die. 14 
However, because by this deed you have given occasion to the enemies of the 
Lord to blaspheme, the child also that is born to you shall surely die."

15 So Nathan went to his house. Then the Lord struck the child that Uriah's widow 
bore to David, so that he was very sick. 
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16 David therefore inquired of God for the child; and David fasted and went and 
lay all night on the ground. 17 The elders of his household stood beside him in 
order to raise him up from the ground, but he was unwilling and would not eat 
food with them. 18 Then it happened on the seventh day that the child died. And 
the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they said, 
"Behold, while the child was still alive, we spoke to him and he did not listen to our 
voice. How then can we tell him that the child is dead, since he might do himself 
harm!" 19 But when David saw that his servants were whispering together, David 
perceived that the child was dead; so David said to his servants, "Is the child 
dead?" And they said, "He is dead." 20 So David arose from the ground, washed, 
anointed himself, and changed his clothes; and he came into the house of the Lord 
and worshiped. Then he came to his own house, and when he requested, they set 
food before him and he ate.

21 Then his servants said to him, "What is this thing that you have done? While the 
child was alive, you fasted and wept; but when the child died, you arose and ate 
food." 22 He said, "While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, 'Who 
knows, the Lord may be gracious to me, that the child may live.' 23 But now he has 
died; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not 
return to me."

24 Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her; 
and she gave birth to a son, and he named him Solomon. Now the Lord loved him 
25 and sent word through Nathan the prophet, and he named him >Jedidiah for 
the Lord's sake.
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16 David therefore inquired of God for the child; and David fasted and went and 
lay all night on the ground. 17 The elders of his household stood beside him in 
order to raise him up from the ground, but he was unwilling and would not eat 
food with them. 18 Then it happened on the seventh day that the child died. And 
the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they said, 
"Behold, while the child was still alive, we spoke to him and he did not listen to our 
voice. How then can we tell him that the child is dead, since he might do himself 
harm!" 19 But when David saw that his servants were whispering together, David 
perceived that the child was dead; so David said to his servants, "Is the child 
dead?" And they said, "He is dead." 20 So David arose from the ground, washed, 
anointed himself, and changed his clothes; and he came into the house of the Lord 
and worshiped. Then he came to his own house, and when he requested, they set 
food before him and he ate.

21 Then his servants said to him, "What is this thing that you have done? While the 
child was alive, you fasted and wept; but when the child died, you arose and ate 
food." 22 He said, "While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, 'Who 
knows, the Lord may be gracious to me, that the child may live.' 23 But now he has 
died; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not 
return to me."

24 Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her; 
and she gave birth to a son, and he named him Solomon. Now the Lord loved him 
25 and sent word through Nathan the prophet, and he named him >Jedidiah for 
the Lord's sake.
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and worshiped. Then he came to his own house, and when he requested, they set 
food before him and he ate.

21 Then his servants said to him, "What is this thing that you have done? While the 
child was alive, you fasted and wept; but when the child died, you arose and ate 
food." 22 He said, "While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, 'Who 
knows, the Lord may be gracious to me, that the child may live.' 23 But now he has 
died; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not 
return to me."

24 Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her; 
and she gave birth to a son, and he named him Solomon. Now the Lord loved him 
25 and sent word through Nathan the prophet, and he named him >Jedidiah for 
the Lord's sake.
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Begin

Study
Read and Retell:
Have one person read the Bible passage out loud. Everyone 
else follows along. Then, have someone retell the story from 
memory. The group can help fill in any missing details.

Read and Observe:
Read the passage again and make observations. What 
questions do you have? What's interesting? Difficult? Serious? 
Funny? Look for the who, what, when, where, why, and how of 
the passage.

Read and Learn:
Read the passage one more time and discuss what this passage 
teaches us about God or Jesus. What does it teach us about 
humans? 

Time may not permit multiple readings of longer passages. 
Leaders should exercise discretion.

Wrap-up
Take-aways:
What do I want to remember from this study? What am I doing 
well? How do I need to grow or change?

Who else:
Who can I share this story with? What would I tell them?

Catch up:
What are you thankful for today? What is causing you stress?

Pray:
Briefly pray over needs and ask God to teach us from his Word. 

Review:
Retell the story from the last study. What did you learn? What 
did you do differently because of what you learned?



NOTES:
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Session 12

1 Who has believed our message? 
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, 
And like a root out of parched ground; 
He has no stately form or majesty 
That we should look upon Him, 
Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.

3 He was despised and forsaken of men, 
A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
And like one from whom men hide their face 
He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.

4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, 
And our sorrows He carried; 
Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, 
Smitten of God, and afflicted.

5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, 
He was crushed for our iniquities; 
The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, 
And by His scourging we are healed.

6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, 
Each of us has turned to his own way; 
But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all 
To fall on Him.

7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 
Yet He did not open His mouth; 
Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, 
And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, 
So He did not open His mouth.

8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; 
And as for His generation, who considered 
That He was cut off out of the land of the living 
For the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due?
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9 His grave was assigned with wicked men, 
Yet He was with a rich man in His death, 
Because He had done no violence, 
Nor was there any deceit in His mouth.

10 But the Lord was pleased 
To crush Him, putting Him to grief; 
If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, 
He will see His offspring, 
He will prolong His days, 
And the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand.

11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, 
He will see it and be satisfied; 
By His knowledge the Righteous One, 
My Servant, will justify the many, 
As He will bear their iniquities.

12 Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, 
And He will divide the booty with the strong; 
Because He poured out Himself to death, 
And was numbered with the transgressors; 
Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, 
And interceded for the transgressors.
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Begin

Study
Read and Retell:
Have one person read the Bible passage out loud. Everyone 
else follows along. Then, have someone retell the story from 
memory. The group can help fill in any missing details.

Read and Observe:
Read the passage again and make observations. What 
questions do you have? What's interesting? Difficult? Serious? 
Funny? Look for the who, what, when, where, why, and how of 
the passage.

Read and Learn:
Read the passage one more time and discuss what this passage 
teaches us about God or Jesus. What does it teach us about 
humans? 

Time may not permit multiple readings of longer passages. 
Leaders should exercise discretion.

Wrap-up
Take-aways:
What do I want to remember from this study? What am I doing 
well? How do I need to grow or change?

Who else:
Who can I share this story with? What would I tell them?

Catch up:
What are you thankful for today? What is causing you stress?

Pray:
Briefly pray over needs and ask God to teach us from his Word. 

Review:
Retell the story from the last study. What did you learn? What 
did you do differently because of what you learned?



NOTES:

SESSION 12 | GOD’S SAVIOR     65



Session 13

After the past months considering the person and character of God, the 
goal of our last meeting is to make it stick and have lasting impact on 
our lives. We’re going to do this in three ways: reflect, celebrate, and 
apply.



Reflect
Spend a few minutes quietly reflecting on this past semester. What have 
you learned about yourself, about others, and about God? You may wish 
to review passages or notes you’ve taken. Reflection is not necessarily 
limited to the context of the study so feel free to include lessons learned 
elsewhere. Write some things down and share them with your group.
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LET’S RECAP WHAT

After the past months considering the person and character of God, the 
goal of our last meeting is to make it stick and have lasting impact on 
our lives. We’re going to do this in three ways: reflect, celebrate, and 
apply.

Celebrate
Consider the reflection points you’ve shared. How have these lessons 
changed you and made you more like Jesus? How have they positively 
affected friends, family, co-workers? Record your thoughts below. 
Celebrate these developments by sharing them with your group—be sure 
to encourage and rejoice as others are sharing! Pray as a group thanking 
God for his work in your life.

Apply
What do you want to take away from this study? How can you continue to 
grow and develop from what you’ve learned? How can this group hold 
you accountable? Discuss as a group. Conclude by praying for one 
another.  
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What do you want to take away from this study? How can you continue to 
grow and develop from what you’ve learned? How can this group hold 
you accountable? Discuss as a group. Conclude by praying for one 
another.  
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