
Begin this time in prayer,
confessing any sins you can recall,
thanking the Lord for the gift of
His Word, and asking for His Spirit
to guide you in your time.

PREPARE YOUR
HEART & MIND

Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and he jeered at
the Jews. 2 And he said in the presence of his brothers and of the army of Samaria, “What are these feeble Jews
doing? Will they restore it for themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day? Will they revive the
stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and burned ones at that?” 3 Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he
said, “Yes, what they are building—if a fox goes up on it he will break down their stone wall!” 4 Hear, O our God,
for we are despised. Turn back their taunt on their own heads and give them up to be plundered in a land where
they are captives. 5 Do not cover their guilt, and let not their sin be blotted out from your sight, for they have
provoked you to anger in the presence of the builders. 6 So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined
together to half its height, for the people had a mind to work. 7 But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs
and the Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard that the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was going forward and
that the breaches were beginning to be closed, they were very angry. 8 And they all plotted together to come
and fight against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it. 9 And we prayed to our God and set a guard as a
protection against them day and night. 10 In Judah it was said, “The strength of those who bear the burdens is
failing. There is too much rubble. By ourselves we will not be able to rebuild the wall.” 11 And our enemies said,
“They will not know or see till we come among them and kill them and stop the work.” 12 At that time the Jews
who lived near them came from all directions and said to us ten times, “You must return to us.”13 So in the
lowest parts of the space behind the wall, in open places, I stationed the people by their clans, with their swords,
their spears, and their bows. 14 And I looked and arose and said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest
of the people, “Do not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your
brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes.” 15 When our enemies heard that it was known
to us and that God had frustrated their plan, we all returned to the wall, each to his work. 16 From that day on,
half of my servants worked on construction, and half held the spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail. And the
leaders stood behind the whole house of Judah, 17 who were building on the wall. Those who carried burdens
were loaded in such a way that each labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon with the other. 18
And each of the builders had his sword strapped at his side while he built. The man who sounded the trumpet
was beside me. 19 And I said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest of the people, “The work is great
and widely spread, and we are separated on the wall, far from one another. 20 In the place where you hear the
sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us.” 21 So we labored at the work, and half of them
held the spears from the break of dawn until the stars came out. 22 I also said to the people at that time, “Let
every man and his servant pass the night within Jerusalem, that they may be a guard for us by night and may
labor by day.” 23 So neither I nor my brothers nor my servants nor the men of the guard who followed me, none
of us took off our clothes; each kept his weapon at his right hand.
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What’s been your biggest takeaway from Nehemiah so far?

Have you ever had someone doubt or discourage you from doing something right? How did you
handle it?

These questions provide for individual reflection or to connect with others in meaningful conversation.

REFLECT/CONNECT

Opposition intensified as the wall neared completion. Sanballat and Tobiah mocked and ridiculed
the Jews, trying to discourage their efforts. Nehemiah turned to prayer and encouraged the
people to keep working. As threats increased, Nehemiah stationed armed guards to protect the
workers, reminding them to trust in God and to fight for their families (v. 1-14).

These questions are designed to guide individual study and foster spiritual conversation in a group.

GROW IN THE WORD

1.

What stands out to you most about the opposition Nehemiah faced? How do you see God’s work in the
world being opposed today?

How did Nehemiah respond to the opposition? Notice each of the actions he took in response to
Sanballat and Tobiah.

In what ways can you respond like Nehemiah, both turning to God in prayer and then taking action?
Which do you tend to respond with first?



As opposition grew, the builders adjusted their strategy—half worked while the other half stood
guard, and even those carrying materials held weapons. Nehemiah ensured that everyone
remained vigilant, knowing that the enemy sought to stop God’s work. Despite the dangers, the
people pressed on, trusting in God's protection (v. 15-23).

These questions are designed to guide individual study and foster spiritual conversation in a group.

GROW IN THE WORD

2.

What gave Nehemiah confidence and strength in his leadership? Take note of verse 14 and verse 20.

What can you learn about standing firm in faith when discouraged or attacked? See also Psalm 46:1;
Philippians 1:27-28.

Where do you need to stand firm in faith and trust God’s protection today?

In early January, our Elder Board interviewed Pastor Jason and followed that
interview with a meeting where they unanimously recommended Jason Uptmore to
be the next Lead Pastor. The final step in the calling of a Lead Pastor is for the
members of the church to vote on the calling. The Wayside Constitution requires the
vote to be held at a church Business Meeting where at least 25% of the members
are present, and at least 75% of the members present must vote in favor of calling
Jason. We will proceed to the business meeting in two steps: first, we will have this
Town Hall, where the church will have the opportunity to ask Jason questions and
hear from Jason on his calling. This meeting will be followed by a reception where
you can meet with Jason and Rachel.

TOWN HALL MEETING | FEBRUARY 16
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