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Judges Series 
               

“Diagnosis of a Disaster” 
Judges 1-2:5 

 
 

1. The title of this book describes the type of leaders that Israel had between the time of Joshua 
and the time of the monarchy (King Saul). Judges is an account of frequent apostasy which 
provokes God’s divine judgment. We see the recurring cycle in Judges of: apostasy, 
oppression, distress, and deliverance. The last verse of Judges sums up the theme of the 
entire book.  
Write it out here (Judges 21:25)—“In those days… 
 
  
 

2. The book of Judges opens with the Israelites calling out to God: “Who shall go up first for us 
against the Canaanites, to fight against them?” Though the land had been given to them by 
God and conquered and divided by Joshua, it was still necessary for each tribe to displace 
any Canaanites yet remaining. Which tribe does the Lord say will go (v. 2)? 
 
What tribe does Judah take with him (v. 3)? 
 
What is done with Adoni-bezek when he is captured (v. 6)? 
Why is this done (v. 7)? 

 

3. Other areas of conquest are mentioned: the hill country; the Negev; Hebron; Debir; the 
dwelling place of the Kenites; the coastal cities of Gaza, Ashkelon, Ekron; and Hebron. 
 
Why was Hebron promised to Caleb (see Numbers 14:24 and Joshua 14:7-14)? 
 
 

4. Who did the sons of Benjamin refuse to drive out? 

In Judges 1:27-37, we read of other areas where the Israelites failed to fully displace the 
Canaanites and instead decided to live among them and make alliances and covenants with 
them that were clearly forbidden. Why would intermarriage be seen as disobedience? 

What is the angel of the Lord’s response to their disobedience (vv. 2-3)? 

 
 

5. How do the Israelites respond to the words from the angel of the Lord (vv. 4-5)? 

Do the people turn permanently from their disobedience?  

What does true repentance look like in the life of a follower of Christ? 


