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This Week’s Passage
17 “From that time Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

18 Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter,

and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 And He *said to them,

“Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.

21 Going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother,

in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called them. 22 Immediately they left

the boat and their father, and followed Him. 23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in

their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and

every kind of sickness among the people. 24 The news about Him spread throughout all Syria; and

they brought to Him all who were ill, those suffering with various diseases and pains, demoniacs,

epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them. 25 Large crowds followed Him from Galilee and the

Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan.5 When Jesus saw the crowds, He

went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 2 He opened His mouth

and began to teach them...”
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Prepare Your Heart & Mind
Begin this time in prayer, confessing any sins you
can recall, thanking the Lord for the gift of His
Word, and asking for His Spirit to guide you in
your time.

Reflect/Connect

What are you most looking forward to in this new year?

How would you describe your current posture toward Jesus’ teaching: as a listener, a
learner, or a follower?

Use these questions to reflect privately in prayer, or journal, or to start a meaningful conversation in your Life Group.



Use these questions to reflect privately in prayer, or journal, or to start a meaningful conversation in your Life Group.

Jesus begins His public ministry with a decisive announcement: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.” He then calls ordinary men to follow Him, forming a community of disciples who would be shaped by
him and minister alongside Him. As His ministry expands, the crowds witness teaching in their synagogues,
proclamation of the gospel, and healing of every kind of illness. Jesus' fame spreads, and people gathered
from across the region begin to follow Him (4:17-25).

What stands out to you about how Jesus began His ministry in these verses? 

Why do you think Jesus called certain people to follow Him before going public with his ministry? What
does Jesus say he will do to those first followers? See also Mark 3:13-14; Luke 6:12-13

How does this passage shape the way we should approach the Sermon on the Mount?

Seeing the crowds, Jesus goes up on the mountainside & sits down. His disciples come to Him, & He begins
teaching them, marking the beginning of what is recorded as the Sermon on the Mount (5:1-2). 

What do you notice about where Jesus is and who is with Him in these verses? Consider His response to
the crowds, His location, and His initial audience. 

Why do you think Matthew includes these details before recording Jesus’ teaching? See also Exodus
19:3; 24:9-12.

What kind of posture or attitude do these verses invite us to have as we listen to Jesus’ teaching? In other
words, how do they call us to prepare ourselves for what Jesus is about to say?

Grow in the Word
These questions are designed to guide your personal study, or spark spiritual conversation in your Life Group.

This section provides an easy way to live out the truths of the passage in daily life, whether you're with your Life Group,
family & friends, or on your own. These practices help turn reflection into relationship & action.

Pray daily this week, “Your kingdom come, your will be done,” asking God to shape your desires and
decisions around His reign.

As this study on the Sermon on the Mount begins, commit to approaching Jesus’ teaching with humility
and openness, asking God not only for understanding but for obedience.

Practice Together
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