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“Ruth the Foreigner”  
 
1. As the book of Ruth opens, what forces this family in Bethlehem to move to a foreign land of Moab? 

  
2. When do these events occur (according to 1:1)?  
 
3. Why is it important to know more about the background “when the Judges governed” for the book of Ruth? 

What was it like to live during that time (see Judges 21:5)? 
 

4. How did this somber situation for Elimelech and Naomi and their two sons become an opportunity for the 
demonstration of God’s grace? 
 

5. What are the next tragedies that befall this family in 1:3,5?  
 
6. Naomi decides to return to her homeland in Judah when she hears “that the Lord had visited His people in 

giving them food”. She encourages her daughters-in-law (Orpah & Ruth) to return to their home in Moab. How 
do the responses from these two daughters differ (1:15,16-18)? 
 

7. Naomi had been a stranger in a foreign land in Moab. And when Naomi returns to Bethlehem, the people ask, 
“Is this Naomi?” What is her response (1:20-21)?  
 

8. Ruth is referred to several times as “Ruth the Moabitess”. She would have been seen as an outsider. She would 
have been mistreated. But who steps in and shows her great favor before any harm can be done to Ruth? 
 

9. We find out in chapter 2 that in God’s providence, Ruth begins to glean in the field of a close relative of 
Ahimelech (Ruth’s father-in-law). What about Ruth made Boaz so inclined to show Ruth kindness (2:11 & 3:11)? 

 
10. Boaz was a kinsman-redeemer (goel in Hebrew) according to Leviticus 25:25,49. This was a male relative who 

had the responsibility to redeem the property and the widow of another close relative that had died. To fulfill the 
office of kinsman-redeemer, one had to meet three requirements: they had to be near of kin; they had to be 
able to redeem; and they had to be willing to redeem. How did Jesus Christ perfectly fulfill this type and these 
requirements as our Redeemer?   

 
11. At the end of the barley and wheat harvest, what does Naomi advise Ruth to do (3:4-5)? 
 
12. Boaz informs Ruth that there is a kinsman-redeemer closer to Ruth’s family than himself. But the next day, what is 

this closer relative’s response when he is told that he would not only be redeeming Abimelech’s land but Ruth as 
well?  
 

13. What do we see revealed about God’s character in this book (3:14; 2:12)?   
 

14. What are the four “C” words describing Ruth? Take time to consider these words in relation to the way you live 
your life.  
  

15. How did the unfolding of this story reveal how God providentially works to meet needs?  
 

16. How is this outsider Ruth in the lineage of Jesus Christ (4:22)?   
 

17. Why is it valuable for each of us to know that we are foreigners (Ephesians 2:10-14)? What about this truth should 
motivate us to embrace God and His lovingkindness with more fervor and passion? 
  


